
Some Language
Notions and Functions

Many Standard Tests, Including the ACTFL-OPIc
will test you on descriptions which
may include the attached materials.

Recommended Plan for Mastery:
Study / Practice / Role Play
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 8. Telling Your Story (p. 12)

 7. Describing the Weather (p. 11)

 6. Talking about Seasons & Weather (p. 10)

 5. Stating & Asking Opinions (p. 9)

 4. Making Apologies, Excuses & Promising (p. 9)

 3. Making Excuses & Refusing (p. 8)

 2. Describing Location & Giving Directions (pp. 5-7)

 1. Describing Yourself & Others (pp. 2-4)
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Describing Yourself and Others

Alan, will you help me with this form?
I don’t understand some of the questions. Sure. Which questions?

Well, it says marital status here. Are you married?

No. I’m single. OK. Your marital status is single.

What does birthplace mean? Where were you born?

In Nagoya, Japan. Then Nagoya, Japan, is your place 
of birth or birthplace.

Oh. One more question. What does Well, I’m from Canada, so I’m 
nationality mean? Canadian. You’re from Japan, right?

Yes, So, I just write Japanese? Uh-huh. Is that all?

Yeah. Thanks for your help. You bet. Anytime.

I’m from the USA. I’m American.
We’re Brazil. We’re Brazilian.

He’s Japan. He’s Japanese.
She’s Germany. She’s German.

They’re Mexico. They’re Mexican.
Kim’s Korea. Kim’s Korean.

Pepe’s Guatemala. Pepe’s Guatamalan.
You’re England. You’re English.

France. French.
Italy. Italian.
Sweden. Swedish.
Russia. Russian

Practice describing yourself to another person.
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Describing Others

Practice describing others to someone.
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She’s Cute.

He’s Handsome.

Mr. Bradley’s old.

Alan’s single.

Perry’s strong.

He’s ugly.

She’s beautiful.

Susie’s young.

Rob and Amy 
are married.

Jeff’s weak.



Describing Others (Continued)

Ellen’s fr iendly. Stan’s blond.
(She has many friends.) (He has blond hair.)

Theresa’s brunette. Rusty’s red-headed.
(She has brown hair.) (He has red hair.)

Keith is bald. Stacy has straight, black hair.
(He has no hair.)

Kimberly has short, curly hair. Marty has long hair and a beard.

Stuart wears glasses and has blue eyes. Gary has a mustache and hazel eyes.
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Describing Where Things Are

Describing a Location

It’s warm.

It’s hot in the 

summer.

It’s nice.

It’s pretty.
It’s a big place.

There are trees 
everywhere.

It’s in the 

mountains.

It’s in the city.

How far is it to your school? It’s about fifteen blocks.

How do you get there? Sometimes I walk, but I usually go by car.

Do you drive? No, my friend gives me a ride.

How often do you walk? Once or twice a week.

How long does it take to get there? About half an hour.

Is it in a nice place? Yes, there are a lot of trees.

Are there other buildings around it? Yes, there’s a Dairy Queen and a park.

What’s it like in the winter? It’s cold with lots of snow.

Practice describing the location of items and places to another person.
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Giving Directions
Asking Questions

Answering Questions

Where can I buy some shoes? There are two shoe stores near Betty’s Cafe on Crosby Road.
One’s across Main Street and the other’s around the corner.

Let’s eat lunch at Betty’s after I buy my shoes. That sounds good. then what?

Well, I need to get some books for my classes. OK. there’s a good bookstore between the service station and 
Maxfield’s Music Store.

Where’s the library? I need some books from
there, too. It’s kitty-corner from the music store.

Oh, and I need to get some postage stamps. The post office is right behind the library. Anything else?

Yeah. Isn’t there a bank by Betty’s Cafe? Yes. Why?

Because I have to get a loan before I can 
buy anything.
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Questions Write your answers

1 . Where’s the bookstore?

2 . Where’s the movie theater?

3 . Where’s the laundromat?

4 . Where’s the department store?

5 . Where’s the barbershop?

6 . Where’s the bank?

7 . Where’s the grocery store?

Using the above diagram, practice asking and giving directions to another person.
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Giving Directions Inside a Building
J im: Hi.  Pardon me.  Where is the class?
Je r r y : It’s down the hall to the left.

J im: Which door?
Je r r y : The first door.

J im: When does it start?
Je r r y : Right now at ten o’clock.

J im: What do I need?
Je r r y : Nothing.

J im: Who is the teacher?
Je r r y : Mr.  Kimball.

J im: Thanks.  Excuse me, please.
J e r r y : Go ahead.  You’re welcome.

More Directions
Practice giving directions inside buildings to another person.

Where’s the Driver’s License Division? It’s on the third floor. Take the elevator, turn 
right, and it’s the second door on your left.

Where are the restrooms? They’re just down the hall to your right.

Pardon me, could you tell me where  
the delicatessen is located? Yes, it’s straight ahead and to your left.

I’m looking for the Photo Shop. Yes, it’s in the next building. Go in the front 
Could you direct me to it? door, and it’s right there. You can’t miss it.

Could you direct me to the sports Take the escalator, turn left, and you’ll be able 
department? to see it.

I can’t seem to find the main office. Yes. Take the stairs, go up one floor, turn to your 
Could you please help me? your right, and go two doors down. It’s on the left.

Other Related Vocabulary 
s i gna l Turn right at the first signal light and go straight ahead for three blocks.
stop sign See that stop sign? Turn left there and go about one mile. It’s across the railroad tracks.
b l o c k ( s ) Drive three blocks south to find the Post Office.
m i l e ( s ) Go approximately one mile and you will see the tall building that is the Court House.
left, right To get to the Bus Station, go left two blocks and then right for three blocks.
straight ahead If you go straight ahead, you’ll see the sign marking the exit.
beh ind The gas station is directly behind the big old house.
in front of You’ll find the Police Station right In front of the city offices.
across from The Dairy Queen is across from the new high school.
next to Macey’s is located right next to Main Street on 5th South, behind the bus stop.
beside There’s a car parked beside the curb next to the city garden.
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Making Excuses & Refusing
Practice with another person making excuses and refusing.

Can I offer you some wine? Thank you, but I don’t drink.

Would you care for some 
crackers with cheese? No, thank you.

Would you like some candy Thanks, that sounds delicious,
or some chocolate mints? but I can’t eat chocolate.

Well, don’t you want anything? How about a peanut butter 
sandwich?

A peanut butter sandwich? Yes, with jam if you don’t mind.

Yes, uh . . . uh, OK. Anything else? 
A glass of milk perhaps? Yes. that’s fine, thank you.

I love . . .   I like . . .  It’s OK.  I don’t like . . .   I hate . . .
They’re OK.

Do you like popcorn? I love popcorn.
What about chips? I like chips.
Do you like cheese?  Crackers? It’s OK.  They’re OK.
Do you like cabbage? I don’t like cabbage.
Do you like broccoli? I hate broccoli.

Someone’s at the Door
Teenager: I’m selling magazines to make money 

for the school band.

Parent: No, thank you.  
 We don’t need any.

Teenager: They’re only twenty dollars each, 
and you can choose from this list.

Parent: We really don’t read that kind of stuff.

Teenager: If you tried it, you might like it.

Parent: No, thanks. We’re not interested.

Teenager: If you change your mind, give me a call.
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Making Apologies, Making Excuses, and Promising 

Could you help me with my homework? Sorry, I don’t have time now. I’ll do it later.

Please come by this afternoon. Sorry, I can’t. I have to work. But I can tonight.

Why don’t you get better grades? I guess I don’t study enough. I’ll try to do better.

Let’s go take a break. I’m too busy right now. How about later?

Let’s meet tomorrow at 10:00. I’m sorry, but I have another commitment.
How about 11:00?

I didn’t see you at school yesterday? I wasn’t there. I didn’t feel well. Hopefully, I’ll be 
there tomorrow.

Would you handle this problem for me? I’m sorry, but I’m afraid I’d make a mistake.

How come you don’t hang out anymore? Sorry. I have too much work to do.

Let’s go to a movie. I’m sorry. I have homework. How about later?

I didn’t see you at the rally last week. I apologize for my lack of support. I’ve just been 
really busy. Maybe next time.

Why did you say that? I’m sorry if I hurt your feelings or offended you. 
I’ll try to be more sensitive.

Some Common Excuses

I'm too stressed out. I don't believe I can. I can't do it alone.

I don't have the time. I’m too tired. I don't have the energy.

The weather was bad. I didn’t have any other choice. I'm too emotional.

I'll always be the way I am. I'm too sick. I'm too skeptical.

It wasn’t helping me. I don’t like it. I’m too busy.

Stating and Asking Opinions

What do you think about religion? I think that religion is important for people.
What do you think about politics? I believe that Congress has many problems.
What is your opinion about the economy? In my opinion, I think it is a mess.
Do you agree that . . . ? Yes, I agree.  No, I disagree. In my opinion . . . 
How do you feel about your work? I like it.
How do you feel about the project? I feel it is going well.
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Talking about Seasons and Weather

Winter Spr ing Summer Fa l l
Dec . -Feb . M a r . - M a y June -Aug . Sept . -Nov .

(months of the seasons in the northern hemisphere)

The weatherman says we’re going to When does winter weather usually
have a long, cold winter. begin here?

It normally starts in December, but
sometimes it starts in November. How long does it last?

About three months. Spring usually
starts in March. What’s spring like?

It’s warmer, and it usually rains a lot. In my country, we only have two seasons––
rainy and dry. When does it get hot here?

Summer begins in June, but July and
August are the really hot months. So autumn begins in September?

Right. We usually have fall through
September and October and most of
November. It’s my favorite season. Really? Why?

I like the cool weather and the
brightly colored leaves.

Practice describing the weather in detail to another person.
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Describing the Weather
         

It’s raining cats and 
dogs.

rainbow

raindrops
lightning

Snowflakes

It’s very  
cold.

__________________________
Some Weather Expressions

   
Rewrite the Following According to the Example

1. The sun is shining. It’s sunny.                                                                       

2. The rain is falling.

3. There are many clouds.

4. The snow is falling.

5. The wind is blowing.

6. It’s very cold outside.

7. The temperature is 100 degrees.

8. The temperature is 35 degrees.

9. It’s a beautiful day outside.

10. There’s a storm today.

Practice these Expressions of Time
Yesterday it was raining. There are never hurricanes here.

Now It’s sunny. I rarely see rainbows.

Later it will be windy. We often go out in the snow.

Tomorrow is the beginning of spring. It is always cloudy.

Next week it will be cloudy. Last night it rained.
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Telling Your Story
1.  What kind of music do you listen to? Do you have a favorite singer? Group?
    
My Answer:
I listen to the "Oldies But Goodies" songs of the 50s and 60s. I also listen to the Tabernacle Choir. My favorite 
artist is Chet Atkins. He's a famous guitar player. When I was at BYU, I played guitar in an orchestra on 
campus. This was back in 1959-61. I also played trombone in the BYU Marching Band in 1955-56.

2.  What's your favorite radio station or television channel? Why?
     
My Answer:
I don't listen to the radio very much. My favorite TV channel is probably Channel 77 (cable). I like to watch 
the old shows, such as Andy Griffith, Gunsmoke, and Bonanza. I also watch BYU Channels 11 and 21.

3.  Can you recommend any movies to rent or see? Why do you like those films?
    
My Answer:
Some movies I recommend are: Shane, The Other Side of Heaven, Till the Clouds Roll By, Showboat, Seven 
Alone, and there are others. Most of these are older shows. The movie Shane is a classic western and probably 
the most popular western of all time. I like these movies because they have good values, and I like the 
settings--mostly western. The movies "Till the Clouds Roll By" and "Showboat" are older musicals. The 
former one is about the life of Jerome Kern, a famous song writer. The latter one is a musical history of 
show business life on a Mississippi river boat.

4.  What do you like to do outside? Why?
    
My Answer:
The thing I like to do most is go to the desert and look for mineral crystals. I spend a lot of time at Topaz 
Mountain in southwestern Utah. I also like to go fishing in the mountains, hiking, and backpacking. When I 
was younger, I went skiing and snow shoeing a lot. I like to be outdoors and breathe the fresh air and see the 
beautiful scenery. Out on the desert you can see for forty to fifty miles in any direction and find no one.

5.  What's you favorite sport? Why?
     
My Answer:
My favorite participator sport is fishing. I like it because it gets me outdoors and in beautiful country. My 
favorite spectator sport is American football. I like it because every play is like a mini drama. Each player 
has his role or part to play, and this makes it interesting.

6.  Do you have a favorite season of the year? Why?
     
My Answer:
Yes, my favorite season is summer. I like the warmth. I don't like the cold. I can do many more outside 
activities in the summer. My favorite summer activity is gardening. I raise a fairly big garden in my 
backyard each summer. I also very much like spring and fall. This is when I go to the desert because it's not 
so hot.

7.  Where did you go to grade school?

My Answer:
I went to a rural grade school in the country. There were about ninety kids in the entire school. There were 
eight grades. We didn’t have kindergarten. The schoolhouse was built of native rock, and it had a large bell 
tower on top. There was no grass on the playground. I lived a mile from the school and rode the bus each day.

Practice telling a story with a lot of detail to another person.
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